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    The 24th Annual Catholic Em-
blems Scout Mass with the Bishop 
was held at St. Peter the Apostle 
Catholic Church in Henderson on 
Saturday, February 24, 2007. Em-
blem Recipients, their families and 
friends along with members of the 
Las Vegas Area Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America gathered to cele-
brate the completing of faith stud-
ies through scouting in the mass 
concelebrated by Bishop Joseph 
Pepe, Fr. Thomas Gallenbach, Di-
ocesan Scout Chaplain, Rev. Steve 
Hoffer, Administrator Pro Tem-

pore and Deacon: Rev. Mr. Dan De Pozo of St. Peter’s and 
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Phil Audet.

    Preparation and hosting of the annual mass is done 
by the Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting and 
Crew 453 with Christopher Bufalino, Youth Host and 
Crew President. Carmella Chris, Emblems Chair for the 
DCCS co-hosted this years mass. 

The St. James Gospel Choir under the direction of Su-
san Briare provided the musical arrangements for the 
Saturday Mass and the Recipients of the day.

The diocesan audience enjoyed their unique style of 
rhythm and energetic voices. The Choir is well known 
for their sharing and service to the many organizations 
of the Las Vegas area.

Flags of the Nation, Church, State and Boy Scout Council 
and individual Catholic and Community Units processed 
in and were blessed by Bishop Pepe. The assembly of the 
flags was under the direction of the Catholic War Veterans 
leader Jim Clay with James McCawley, Post Commander 
present to assist in the mass. The local Catholic War Vet-
erans post have lent their talents in service to many city 
and diocesan groups as well as charitable assistance to 
veterans in need. Cameron Bomstad who carried the lo-
cal council flag is liaison to the DCCS represented the 
local scout council and has assisted with co-ordination 
information between the DCCS and LVAC.

Knights of Columbus 4th Degree was present and an 
important part of the ceremony for both the Bishop and 
Scouting. The Knights of Columbus are a major sponsor 
of Catholic Scout units in the United States. The support 
of the KC adds to the development of Catholic Christian 
Leadership of the future through their financial resourc-
es, the time as today’s leaders and resources of knowl-
edge that they share. Jay Bufalino is the DCCS liaison 
to the KC and is himself a member of the Knights of 
Columbus, a Scout Leader and active member of Catholic 
Scouting.

Medals were presented to each youth by Bishop Pepe, 
Marie Simons and Fr. Tom Gallenbach, Chair and Chap-
lain of the DCCS and Fr. Steve Hoffer of St. Peter the 
Apostle.

    Light of Christ and Parvuli Dei are family programs 
for Catholic youth in Cub Scouting. Together with their 
family, the Cub reviews his Baptisms promise, the Sacra-
ments of First Communion and Reconciliation along with 
how the values of the Church and Scouting work together 
to enrich their lives. Our Lady of Las Vegas, Sacred Heart, 
St. Christopher, St. John Neumann, St. Joseph, HOM, St. 
Thomas More and St. Viator parishes were represented 
with 38, Light of Christ and 29 Parvuli Dei recipients.

Ad Altare Dei, the first religious emblem of scouting, 

was added to the Boy Scouts of America recognizations 
81 years ago. The AAD program was the idea of a priest 
in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles who saw the good that 
his scouts of his parish were doing in both the commu-
nity and in parish life. To the Altar of God still instills 
the desire of young men of the Catholic Faith in scouting 
to grow in understanding of the sacraments and service. 
The counselor led program was completed by George 
Michael Mehocic and Daniel Monar of Christ the King; 
Mark Ebbert, Bren Hickey, Sean Hickey, Doug Powers, 
Todd Teepen, Jake Thormodsgaard, and Dean Winters of 
St. Andrews; Nathaniel Lamberg and Timothy Weisner of 
St. Joseph, HOM and Clayton Fitch and Joel Ramos of St. 
Peter the Apostle.

    Adults are also given recognition for their ministry 
through scouting.

The Diocese of Las Vegas presented the Bronze Pelican 
recognition to David Rowley of Our Lady of Las Vegas and 
Jack Edwards and Barbara Misuraca of St. Andrews. These 
adults have given generously of themselves to insure 
that our diocese has quality Catholic programs available 
to youth registered in the Boy Scouts of America.

The St. George Catholic Religious Emblem was present-
ed to Cheryl Murone of St. Joseph, HOM for many years of 
assisting Scouts attain their emblems. Cheryl was active 
in Scouting in California and has been a long time mem-
ber of the DCCS, Troop 700, the Las Vegas Area Council 
and St. Joseph, HOM. Her countless hours of service have 
enriched the lives of us all and this national medal is but 
a small way to say thank you.

    The 2006 Quality Diocesan Award was presented to 
Bishop Pepe for the outstanding work done by the Dio-

cese of Las Vegas in Scouting. The National Gold Medal-
lion Unit award was given to Crew 453 of the DCCS and 
Troop 99, KofC Council 9120 of OLLV for their programs. 
This Flag Award is given to 1 Pack, Troop and Crew of 
Region 11. Gold Medallion Unit National Finalist Cer-
tificates in this diocese were presented to: Pack 99, KC 
Council 9120, Troop 700, St. Joseph, HOM, Pack 540, St. 
Peter the Apostle, Pack 143, St. Viator and Crew 143, St. 
Viator.

 Photographs of the mass were taken by Dave Haag a 
webmaster and photographer for the DCCS. Group Shots 
were made available for each of the emblems and com-
mittees.

 Refreshment for the event were provided through the 
generosity of the families of the recipients and organized 
by Donna Rowley and Lisa Williams.

Angela Rodriguez of St. Christopher and Von’s provid-
ed a special menu for the religious. The Catholic Commit-
tee on Scouting is a volunteer program of the church that 
has many dedicated men and women. More information 
can be found on their website: www.lasvegasccs.com.

Planning is now underway for the 2007 mass, which 
will be at St. Joseph, Husband of Mary’s on West Sahara. 
The mass will be the last Saturday of February, which is 
the 24th day of the month. Volunteers are needed for all 
stages of the event. As this is the 25th presentation of 
religious emblems in this area, historical information 
can be shared by contacting the DCCS at P.O. Box 18316 
Las Vegas, NV 89114-8316, 702-365-9243. Marie Simons, 
Chair

Bishop celebrates Scout Emblem Mass

This story first appeared in the South 
Valley News and reprinted with per-
mission.

By NICOLE FENEBERG LUCHT

A Roman Catholic priest who 
led the building of St. Francis of 
Assisi Catholic Church has ac-
cepted a position in the nation’s 
capital.

The Rev. Gregory Gordon has 
been appointed by Archbishop 
Pietro Sambi, the Apostolic Nun-
cio to the United States, as his 

secretary, Bishop Joseph Pepe of 
the Las Vegas Diocese said.

The Apostolic Nuncio serves 
as the Pope’s ambassador to a 
nation.

Gordon will leave St. Francis 
mid-April to begin his assign-
ment at the Embassy of the Holy 
See in Washington, D.C.

“I am proud and honored that 
one of our priests of the Diocese 
of Las Vegas should be selected 
for this very important position 
in assisting the representative of 

the Holy Father (Pope) Benedict 
XVI in the United States,”

Pepe said. “My prayers go with 
Father Greg as he begins his new 
assignment.

I wish him success and many 
blessings in his future ministry 
for the Church.”

Gordon, a Boulder City High 
School graduate, has served St. 
Francis since its founding Dec. 
24, 2003. Without a church build-
ing, the parish met for weekday 
Mass services in the chapel at St. 

Rose Dominican Hospitals, Siena 
Campus and at Neil Twitchell Ele-
mentary School for Sunday Mass. 
In January, the church was com-
pleted at 2300 Sunridge Heights 
Parkway.

Since then, the parish contin-
ues to raise funds as it develops 
the rest of its campus. Gordon 
was unavailable for comment.

Nicole Feneberg Lucht can be reached 
at 990-2660 or nicole.lucht@hbcpub.
com.

PHOTO BY DAVE HAAG

Bishop Pepe pins a Scout with a medal as another scout looks on with  anticipation during the 24th Annual Catholic Emblems Scout 
Mass held at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Henderson.

Fr. Greg Gordon accepts appointment with Apostolic Nuncio in D.C. 
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Dear Friends,

I am pleased to announce that 
the Eighteenth American Cardi-
nals Dinner will be held in Las 
Vegas, Nevada.  I am thrilled 
at the prospect of co-hosting, 
with Bishop Joseph Pepe, what 
I believe will be a one-of-a kind 
dinner-- one that the city of Las 
Vegas has not seen before.  We 
are quite fortunate to be able to 
celebrate the Cardinals Dinner 
Liturgy at The Shrine of the Most 
Holy Redeemer, virtually three 
blocks from the Four Seasons 
Hotel-- where the dinner itself 
will be held. It is shaping up to 
be a great event!

The Catholic University of 
America, located in Washington, 

D.C., is of vital importance to the 
life of the Church in the United 
States. Established by the papal 
charter of Pope Leo XIII in 1887, 
it is the principal Catholic insti-
tution of higher learning in our 
land. For more than 118 years, 
Catholic University has served 
as an invaluable educational re-
source for the clergy and laity of 
our country.

Since its inauguration in 1989, 
the American Cardinals Dinner 
has raised more than $21 mil-
lion to sustain Catholic Univer-
sity. These funds are used to help 
meet the expenses of academi-
cally qualified students who are 
in need of financial support, so 
that they might be prepared to 
serve as wise and virtuous lead-

ers of our nation. With the very 
generous support of this year’s 
benefactors, The Catholic Uni-
versity of America will continue 
its mission to serve both God and 
country.

I hope you will mark your 
calendars to join the American 
Cardinals in attending the eigh-
teenth dinner on April 27, 2007, 
in fabulous Las Vegas. 

With prayerful best wishes, I 
remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Very Reverend 
David M. O’Connell, C.M.
President
The Catholic University of                  

   America

2007 CARDINALS DINNER Very Reverend David M. O’Connell, C.M.

The Catholic University of America 
Eighteenth American Cardinals Dinner

A CATECHIST ESSAY Dr. Zoe DeBlasio 

Reflection on the Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd

My Dear Parishioners,

He is Risen!  

Imagine the shock of walking into 
the tomb on Easter Morning and find-
ing it empty!  How would you have re-
acted to finding your loved one’s body 
missing?  Would we have the faith to 
remember His words telling us that he was going to the Father 
to prepare a place for us and that he would come back for us?

How many of us would have taken the time to reflect on the 
promises that Jesus gave to us in His Word that this was to 
come to past?  Would we take the time to believe that resur-
rection was possible and that the emptiness of the tomb was 
a sign of great jubilation.  Would our response have been of 
great joy and anticipation to share the Good News that Christ 
is risen and therefore death held no power over us from this 
day on.

That is the promise that Jesus Christ gave us on that Easter 
Sunday over 2,000 years ago and it is the same promise that we 
celebrate today.  Simply by our belief in Jesus as our Savior we 
will not be bound to this earth by death, but rather will be with 
our Heavenly Father for eternity.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

We rejoice today with our Neophytes who were received into 
the Church at our Easter Vigil Liturgies, who now share in that 
promise of Jesus’ resurrection.  We rejoice with our children 
preparing for the sacraments of First Reconciliation and First 
Communion as they are brought into a deeper relationship with 
Jesus.  We rejoice with our Confirmandi preparing to receive 
the sacrament of Confirmation as they give witness to their 
belief in the Resurrected Christ and his Body, the Church.

It is my hope that your lives are touched by the abundant 
love of our Savior this day.  

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph A. Pepe, D.D., J.C.D. 
Bishop of Las Vegas

For the last two summers, cat-
echists from several parishes in 
our diocese and from Canada, 
Georgia, Utah, and Oregon, gath-
ered to participate in training 
for the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd, a Montessori-inspired 
method of faith formation for 
children ages 3-6.  Our Atrium, 
the place where children encoun-
ter the message of Jesus and the 
tradition of the Church opened 
in September 2005.  As we cele-
brate our second year of offering 
this faith formation program for 
young children, I want to share 
some impressions of this joyful 
journey.

First, the training itself.  When 
we walked into the Atrium, we 
were captivated by the minia-
ture versions of the altar and the 
holy things used in celebrating 
the liturgy, the tiny chasubles in 
liturgical colors, and the prayer 
table with light, Scripture, and 
prayer cards.  Most of all, we 
were moved by the prayerful-
ness of the place, which days be-
fore had been just a classroom.  
Now there were small chairs and 
tables, mats for working, hand-
made relief maps of Jerusalem 
and Israel, and the other mate-
rials that would be available for 
the children’s work.  

During the intense period of 
training, we became participants 
in the tradition of faith in a new 
way – we became as children, re-
sponding to God’s inexhaustible 
love for us, and we prayed to be 
able to share this love and teach-
ing with the children who would 
soon occupy this special place.    

Over the past two years, my 
heart has collected images of that 
love in action – the parishioner 
who heard that we needed sets 
of materials for the Atrium and 
who made for us exact replicas 
of our own altar, ambo and bap-
tismal font;  the couple who gave 
their time, talent and treasure in 
calligraphy, carpentry and shop-
ping trips to outfit the Atrium in 
time for the first  session;  the 
frantic e-mail for help from one 
catechist which resulted in an 
outpouring of support that still 
sustains our group.  

We share stories as well – the 
child who restlessly prayed at 
home with Mom until a candle 
appeared at the home prayer 
table, and now she and her sis-
ter share the work of snuffing 
the candle after they listen to 
the Word of God; another child 
(and I suspect there are more) 
who learned to get his parents’ 
attention by placing his hand on 

their shoulder, instead of yell-
ing across the room;  the child 
working with the Good Shepherd 
and Eucharistic Presence presen-
tations who named one of the 
sheep after himself, and others 
for the children in the Atrium; 
the solemn procession down 
the hallway as the gathered chil-
dren prepare to enter the peace 
and tranquility of the Atrium, 
confident that the real teacher 
– the Holy Spirit – will open their 
hearts to Jesus, the Good Shep-
herd who knows them by name.

Come and see!  You are welcome 
to visit one of our Atrium ses-
sions. If you’d like to learn more 
about this valuable program, 
please contact Teresa Chisholm 
at 702-515-0547 or termc2@cox.
net.  

Training for Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd (Part One of both 
Level One and Level Two) will be 
hosted by Saint John Neumann 
Catholic Church this summer 
on July 16-27.  Contact Dr. Zoe 
DeBlasio at 702-657-0200 or 
faith@sjnc.org for registration 
information.

Dr. Zoe DeBlasio, D.Min. is
Director of Faith and Ministry Forma-
tion at St. John Neumann Catholic 
Church

THE EDITOR’S NOTE Tim O’Callaghan

First, I would like to thank ev-
eryone who helps get the Desert 
Clarion out every other month. 
Without those good people it 
would never happen. 

It seems to me more often then 
not people tell us what a good 
job we’re doing with the new re-
vised Desert Clarion newspaper 
and every once in a while we get 
complaints. Our Catholic family 
is growing here in the Diocese 
of Las Vegas not necessarily by 
growing families but rather folks 
moving here from other places.  
Many parishioners are coming 
from larger Dioceses and Arch-
Dioceses with large catholic 
newspapers, therefore I’m asked 
why the Desert Clarion isn’t as 

large as the one from where they 
came.

Here’s the deal, its up to you 
and your parish staff to help 
grow the paper by sending us 
stories and pictures. 

St. Peter the Apostle sent me 
a stack of photos and little cap-
tions or thoughts from their 
Faith Formation  students on 
the important concept of stew-
ardship.  The students built the 
“Steward Ship” to go sailing for 
the Bishop’s Capital Campaign 
for the purchase of land for fu-
ture parishes.

Along with the photos I re-
ceived a nice flyer that read, “St. 
Peter’s Faith Formation students 
go sailing on the stewardship 

campaign. Inspired by God, and 
our leaders, we participated in 
many fun projects that we hope  
helped to spread the news of the 
need for money to buy land to 
build new churches in the Dio-
cese of Las Vegas.”

The kids at St. Peters reminded 
me that even startup diocesan 
newspapers require steward-
ship, not necessarily in terms of 
money but in intellectual terms 
such as photos and stories.

Consider this if you are a busi-
ness owner you might think 
about buying an advertisement. 
The Desert Clarion rates are very 
affordable. A full page four color 
ad can be had for $300.

We deliver over 20,000 copies 

to the parishes for folks to pick 
up at their leisure. 

Perhaps you’re a writer and 
would like to volunteer at your 
parish to write and submit ar-
ticles to the Desert Clarion. 

Some things to think about if 
you are going to submit an arti-
cle. Please submit photos on CD 
or via e-mail if possible. Docu-
ments should be submitted via 
e-mail or cut and pasted into e-
mail. 

If your story is accompanied 
by photos please provide cap-
tions identifying people in the 
photos.

If you would like to submit a 
commentary please keep it be-
tween 500 and 750 words. The 

subject matter should be of in-
terest to the general Catholic 
community.

I encourage you to take own-
ership of the Desert Clarion and 
it will become something we can 
all be proud of.

I would like to create an advi-
sory board for the Desert Clarion 
to help us get to the next level.  If 
you are interested or know some-
one who might be please give me 
a call at 702-990-2656 or e-mail 
me at tim.oc@mac.com.

Tim O’Callaghan is co-Publisher of the 
NEWS newspaper group, Coordinator 
of the Social Action Ministry for the 
Diocese of Las Vegas and Editor of the 
Desert Clarion. He may be reached at 
990-2656
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Pope Benedict XVI
and

Bishop Joseph Pepe
invite you on the pilgrimage to

World Youth Day
Sydney, Australia

July 10 through 22, 2008

What is World Youth Day?
World Youth Day is the Catholic 

Church’s week of events for youth
and with youth.  It gathers

thousands of young people from 
around the world to celebrate and 
learn about the Catholic faith and
to build bridges of friendship and

hope between continents,
peoples and cultures.

Price per Pilgrim

$ 3895.00
Package Includes:

Airfare:  USA-Cairns-Sydney-USA
Double/Triple accommodation in    

    three star hotels (single rooms available)

Breakfast and dinner included
Tour to Great Barrier Reef
Bus transportation (Cairns & Sydney)
Local Catholic group coordinator
WYD registration package
Optional travel Insurance (extra cost)

�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�

$300.00 Deposit
Non RefundableInformational Meeting

Saturday, April 28th

Time:     10:00 am OR 3:00 pm
Where:   Diocese of Las Vegas
     Anderson Hall
     336 Cathedral Way
     Las Vegas, NV 89109
     (702)735-6044
Guest:    Jorge de la Paz (*see article)

     Pilgrimage Director

Days in the Dioceses
Cairns, Australia:  July 12 - 14

“Days in the Diocese” are days pilgrims will visit dioceses 
outside Sydney for events hosted by local church 
communities.  This is an excellent opportunity for the 
youth of the world to join local communities in prayer and 
celebration, to experience Australia beyond Sydney as well 
as to receive Australian hospitality.  

Days in the Diocese Activities
�Welcome Dinner & Eucharistic Celebration at the Beach

�Cruise to the Great Barrier Reef

�Meaningful Encounters with Local Church Communities

�Cultural Activities and Visits to Local Sites of Interest

�Prayer and Visits to Shrines

�Social Service Projects

www.wyd2008.org

World Youth Day 
Cross & Icon

While the Sydney 
program is still 
to be fi nalized, 
it will follow the 
pattern of previous 
World Youth Days, 
including a Journey 

of the World Youth Day Cross and 
Icon of Our Lady around Africa in 
2006, southeast Asia and Oceania 
in early 2007, and Australia 
from mid 2007 until July 2008. 
Following the tradition established 
since the fi rst international World 
Youth Day, the “Handover of the 
Cross and Icon” takes place on 
Palm Sunday in St. Peter’s Square 
as part of the Palm Sunday Mass 
celebrated by His Holiness.  The 
Cross is offi cially ‘handed over’ 
by youth of the last host city, to 
youth of the upcoming host city.

World Youth Day 
Sydney, Australia:  July 15 - 22

Following the “Days in the Dioceses”
World Youth Day will commence on July 15th and include

� �Opening Mass
  celebrated by Sydney Archbishop Cardinal George  
  Pell and Archbishop Stanislaw Rylko from the   
  Vatican and the Bishops and Priests of the world

� �Youth Festival

� �Teaching Sessions

� �Papal Arrival and Welcome on Sydney Harbour

� �Stations of the Cross through the City

� �Pilgrim Walk to Randwick Racecourse & Evening Vigil

� �Final Mass
  celebrated by His Holiness

  A new company headquartered 
in Denver aims to help Catholics 
rediscover the ancient Catholic 
tradition of the spiritual pilgrimage.
  Founded by Jorge de la Paz in 
2004, Catholics for Pilgrimages is 
dedicated exclusively to arranging 
Catholic pilgrimages.  It is the 
only such company in the Denver 
Archdiocese, according to de la 
Paz.
  “We are Catholics working for 
Catholics,” said de la Paz, who 
though born in Madrid, Spain, spent 
time in the United States when his 
family became missionaries here.
  A year after founding his company, 
de la Paz, whose educational 
background and work experience 
is in tourism and aviation, married. 
His wife Anne Conway, 35, who grew 
up in Colorado, is now his partner in 
the business.
  Since its inception just two years 
ago, Catholics for Pilgrimages has 
expanded and now has offi ces in 
Spain and Mexico.
  “The mission of our company 
is to provide pilgrimages infused 
with their historic intent - helping 
individuals to draw closer to God 

Meet the Pilgrimage Director
through an intentional voyage to 
sacred places, venerated for ages by 
the Church,” asserts the company’s 
mission statement.  “We enable 
this physical journey, a symbol for 
the spiritual journey of the soul, to 
open the doors of the heart so that 
the pilgrims can have this dialogue 
with God, and hear his voice of 
love through an examination of his 
action in their lives.  While many 
travel companies offer trips to 
sacred places, they may not always 
do so from the perspective that 
spiritual refreshment and growth 
is the primary aim of the pilgrim, 
de la Pas said.  Planning trips for 
pilgrims, rather than for tourists, the 
emphasis of the company’s trips is 
not to cram in as much sightseeing 
as possible, but to spend time “re-
living” the events of the sacred sites 
being visited, whether a site directly 
related to the life of Christ or of a 
Saint.
  Enabling the pilgrim to refl ect on 
their life in the light of God’s love 
in an atmosphere of prayer, beauty 
and holiness helps open the pilgrim 
to hearing God’s voice and to seeing 
his action in their life, de la Paz 

said.  The company operates on the 
premise that God always responds 
with many graces to our efforts 
to meet him.  Company literature 
notes that “the Lord is not outdone 
in generosity.”
  The couple see their work as a 
ministry, not a job.
  “In the medieval Church and prior, 
pilgrimage was a necessary part of 
living the faith,” Conway said.  “As 
we’ve seen, a lot of the traditions of 
the Church have got lost over time. 
Our company name points to the 
goal of recovering this tradition.”

excerpt from Denver Catholic Register
article by Roxanne King

FOR MORE INFORMATION
To contact Catholics for Pilgrimages,

visit online
www.pilgrimagesforcatholics.com

or call 303-368-0058

Husband and 
wife team Anne 

Conway and 
Jorge de la Paz, 

owners of a 
Denver company 

that aims to 
help Catholics 

rediscover 
pilgrimage as a 

way to grow closer 
to God.

Diocesan Contact
Sr. Patricia McGinley, SSJ

Department of Faith & Ministry Formation

(702)735-6044



Performer Al Staggs brings 
two Christian heroes from the 
twentieth century to life this 
April at St. Joseph, Husband of 
Mary Roman Catholic Church.  
Staggs holds BA, MRE, ThM and 
Doctor of Ministry degrees and 
was honored as a Charles E. Mer-
rill Fellow at Harvard University 
with an emphasis in Applied 
Theology.  He has been perform-
ing full time since 1992. 

A View from the
 Underside: 

The Legacy of 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

A One-Person Play Adapted and 
Performed by Al Staggs brings 
the life of one of the great heroes 
of the twentieth century to the 
stage. The audience is brought 
into the prison cell where Bon-
hoeffer awaits execution and 
listens to his struggles with evil, 
injustice, and God. 

In the play, Bonhoeffer tells 
of the profound influence of fel-
low Union Theological student, 
Frank Fisher, an African-Ameri-
can friend who introduced Di-
etrich to the blight of racism in 
America. 

Prisoner Bonhoeffer expresses 
moral outrage against the Nazi 
treatment of Jews and explains 
how that outrage led him to be-
come involved in the German 
resistance movement, a commit-
ment that would result in his be-
ing executed by hanging on April 
9, 1945.

A View from the Underside will 
be performed at St. Joseph, Hus-
band of Mary Roman Catholic 
Church, 7260 W Sahara Ave on 
Saturday, April 28 at 7:30 PM in 
the parish hall. 

Oscar Romero: 
A Martyr’s Homily 

Archbishop Oscar Romero of 
El Salvador was assassinated on 
March 24, 1980, while celebrat-
ing Mass.  Romero was killed as 
a result of his courageous and 
prophetic preaching and his in-
volvement in human rights and 
justice issues in El Salvador.  As a 
result of his stand for justice, he 
became a martyr for all people 
struggling to overcome poverty 
and oppression.

Oscar Romero:  A Martyr’s 
Homily will be performed on 
Sunday, April 29 at 7 PM at St. 
Joseph, Husband of Mary Roman 

Catholic Church at 7 PM in the 
church.  Both performances are 
open to the public and are pre-
sented free of charge. 

(Rev. Msgr.) Michael D. McCar-
ron Pastor, Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church Newport News, 
Virginia, says, “Recently I had 
the pleasure of witnessing a per-

formance by Al Staggs acting in 
the role of Archbishop Oscar A. 
Romero.  I am writing to recom-
mend this work to anyone who 
has the opportunity to sponsor 
or see it.  I do so without hesi-
tation.  Having previously wit-
nessed Al’s superlative perfor-
mance of the witness of Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer, I was certain that 
this would be an exceptional 
presentation.  None of us were 
disappointed.  I am very devoted 
to the memory and the life of 
Oscar Romero, and I think that 
Al Staggs certainly does justice 
to his memory and the power of 
his witness for justice.”
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A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E
Respect life
The 7th Annual Booksale ben-

efiting the Diocesan Pro-Life Liai-
son Committee of Las Vegas will 
be held April 28th & 29th, 2007 
at St. Viator’s Parish Center. We 
will ask for book donations and 
volunteers in the months ahead, 
in hopes of having the most suc-
cessful sale yet.

 We meet on the first Thurs-
day of the month. If your parish 
does not have an active  pro-life 
group, please join us at St. Via-
tor Church in parish center- Fr. 
Anderson’s Room at 7 p.m..  

Marriage Encounter for 
Good Marriages

“The Lord has done great 
things for us; we are filled with 
joy.” Recharge your marriage 
with a worldwide Marriage En-
counter Weekend.

The scheduled weekends for 
2007 are:

May 4-6 
July 27-29 
October 26-28
For more information contact 

Wayne & Marcia at 566-8753 or 
Nick & Lori at 433-1132

The Calix Society
Did you know that possi-

bly the best kept secret in the 
Catholic Church is a wonderful 
organization called The Calix 
Society?

The “Credo” of the society 
succinctly tells the story: “Ca-
lix is an association of Catholic 
alcoholics who are maintaining 
their sobriety through affilia-
tion with and participation in 
the Fellowship of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. Our first concern 
is to interest Catholics with an 
alcoholic problem in the virtue 
of total abstinence. Our second 
stated purpose is to promote 
the spiritual development of 
our membership. Our gather-
ing today is an effort in this di-
rection. Our conversation and 
our association together should 
be a source of inspiration and 
encouragement to each other, 
geared to our growth toward 
spiritual maturity. Our par-
ticipation in all other spiritual 
activities of Calix, such as the 
frequent celebration of the 
Liturgy, reception of the Sac-
raments, personal prayer and 
meditation, Holy Hours, Days of 
Recollection and retreats, aid us 
in our third objective, namely, 
to strive for the sanctification 
of the whole personality of each 
member. We welcome other al-
coholics, not members of our 
faith, or any others, non-alco-
holics, who are concerned with 
the illness of alcoholism and 
wish to join with us in prayer 
for our stated purposes.”

The Las Vegas Unit meets 
the first Friday on the month 
at 11:00 am for Adoration, fol-

lowed by a “bring your own 
lunch and drink” meeting from 
noon til 1:00pm, and the sec-
ond Thursday of the month at 
7:00pm for Mass, Followed by a 
meeting. 

All meeting are held at St. Jo-
eseph Husband of Mary Catholic 
Church at 7260 West Sahara. 

For more information, call 
Joe or Madge at 453-2417, Paul 
or Sharon at 645-8503 or Carol 
at 260-1006.

Catholic Charities
The new Social Services Pro-

gram  for Disadvantaged or 
Disabled Youth and Senior Vol-
unteers continues:  The Foster 
Grandparent Program    Catho-
lic Charities of Southern Nevada 
announces the addition of their 
newest program,  the Foster 
Grandparent Program, which 
provides special needs children 
inter-generational  relationships 
with seniors. The program has 
a dual purpose—to enhance the 
lives of children with special 
needs through a loving, and car-
ing relationship with a Foster 
Grandparent and to provide  a 
high-quality experience that en-
riches the lives of the volunteers 
and the children they serve.  The 
program is funded by the Corpo-
ration for National & Community 
Service and the Division for  Ag-
ing Services. Further information 

can be obtained about the Foster 
Grandparent Program and  how 
to volunteer by contacting Cath-
olic Charities Senior Services lo-
cated at 531 N. 30th Street,  Las 
Vegas NV 89101, telephone 382-
0721.  “The Foster Grandparent 
Program is a perfect fit for our 
programs of social services  help-
ing infants, children, seniors, 
families and the homeless,” 
says Monsignor Patrick R. Leary,  
executive director of Catholic 
Charities. “We look forward to 
growing the program and offer-
ing our senior volunteers an op-
portunity to make a difference 
in the lives of children in the Las 
Vegas valley.”  The Foster Grand-
parent program offers support 
to child victims of abuse and ne-
glect; tutoring children with low 
literacy skills; mentoring trou-
bled teenagers and young moth-
ers; and  caring for premature in-
fants and children with physical 
disabilities and severe illnesses. 
The  Foster Grandparents play 
a role in the young person’s life 
as mentors, tutors and caregiv-
ers.  Currently, there are 105 
Foster Grandparents dedicating 
their time and talent to 38 loca-
tions throughout Clark County 
such as: Clark County School 
District, detention centers, day 
care  centers, shelters and devel-
opmental centers.  To become a 
Foster Grandparent, volunteers 
must be 60 years of age or older 
and meet  certain income eligi-

bility guidelines and be eligible 
to serve between 15-40 hours 
a week.  Volunteers do receive 
a modest  tax-free stipend to 
help offset the cost of volunteer-
ing. In addition, Foster Grand-
parents are  required to attend 
quarterly training sessions, are 
reimbursed for transportation, 
offered some  meals during ser-
vice, receive an annual physical, 
and are provided with accident 
and liability  insurance while on 
duty.  Catholic Charities is one 
of the largest nonprofit social 
service providers in the state, of-
fering the most comprehensive 
range of human services. Catho-
lic Charities includes 25 diverse 
programs designed to help peo-
ple, from infants, children, and 
families, seniors,  regardless of 
race, religion, or creed

Scholarships offered 
by Regis University

Regis University, a Catholic 
University, is offering 15 schol-
arships each semester for Cath-
olic students in mission focused 
programs such as Religious 
Studies, Teacher Education and 
Marriage and Family Therapy. 
The Scholarship are offered on 
a first come basis.

Call Regis Admissions at 702-
990-0375 ext. 226 for more in-
formation.

The Ten Commandments
FREE!

Many presume to know the
Commandments from Almighty God,
but how can one presume to know the
Ten Commandments when they have
not taken the time to examine each one
on it’s own?
You will be surprised as we were when
you read what God demands of us in
His Almighty Ten Commandments!

Donations, though not necessary,
are appreciated

Seeds of Hope
P.O. Box 16
Ludlow, MA  01056
or email: Maryseed@aol.com

Write to: Send Book to:
Name
Address
City State
Zip Code

“This book gives us concrete
examples of  how to live

pleasing to Almighty God.”
Rev. Gerard C. Hayes

Order yours today
 while supplies last!

20
17

35

Al Staggs to bring Bonhoeffer and Romero to life at St. Joseph HOM
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The third and fi nal step 
of the Christian initiation of 
adults is the celebration of 
the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confi rmation and Eucharist.  
This takes place at the Easter 
Vigil and is truly the high 
point of our liturgical life.
The prominent presence of 
those 201 people about to be 
initiated, plus the many other 
candidates who will make 
a profession of faith and be 
confi rmed, increases the 
expectant mood of the whole 
parish.  The liturgy celebrates 
the victory of the Lord over 
sin and death.  Praise God 
we are being made into a 
new people.  Through the 
inspiration and presence of 
the elect and the candidates, 
we all stand together with the 
Lord in the newness of life.

The liturgical elements 
of the Easter Vigil surface 
a sense of newness 
and rededication and of 
commitment to working 
for the Kingdom.  We 
observe the new fi re, new 
candle, incense, new water, 

CHRIST THE KING: Jordan Bushey, Darren Callahan, 
Natalie Callahan, Nathan Callahan, Abiel Cano, Travis 
Drake, Janel Hawkins, Christopher Hsieh, Jason Hsieh, 
Dane Maralason, Jeff Morris, Jackie Rivera, Lauren 
Windischman and Alayza Zamudio-Beaber

HOLY FAMILY:  Joel Altarraz, Nerissa Lopez, Alicia 
Phelps, Summer Rivera and Erica Valencia

OUR LADY OF LAS VEGAS:  Amanda Campbell, Elizabeth 
Campbell, Nikki Dupree, Robert House, Annabelle 
Husson, Brooke Mitchell, Jessica Rothwell, Mui Rothwell 
and Tracy VanDuren

OUR LADY OF THE SKIES:  Alex Turner, Ashley Villanueva 
and Matthew Villanueva

OUR LADY OF THE VALLEY:  Ryan Jimmy Coy, David 
Grubbs, Patricia Malbon, Susan Mora, Brad Ward
and Rebecca Ward

PRINCE OF PEACE:  Michelle Barnes, Erika Guajardo,  
Erica Novak and Maria Schreiner

ST ANDREW:  Mandy Chapin and Jaye Tinnell

ST ANNE: Cindy Cano, Patricia Chess, René Elias, 
Natalie Ann Gonzalez, Raymond Gonzalez, Lauren 
Harrison, Andres Hernandez, Jessica Muñiz, Jessica 
Orozco Vasquez, Lesa Quarrell and Frank Urrutia 

ST CHRISTOPHER:  Marlene Alemen, Nora Arriaga, 
Aaron Cordova, Manuel DeAlba, Conny Esmeralda 
Echegoyen, Francisco Antonio Gomez, Claudia Izel 
Orozco, Lilia Manzanarez and Maritza Martinez

ST ELIZABETH ANN SETON:  
Michael Green and Suzanne Nguyen Tran

ST FRANCIS DE SALES: Cristofer Araujo, Linda Berge, 
Carlos Catalan, Denitra Ealy, Nathaly Garces, Rachel 
Kerr, Alejandra Leiva, Iris Leiva, Jasmine Leiva, Anthony 
Lewis, Michael Lewis, Victoria Lewis, Julianne O’Dell, 
Christian Petersen, Ethan Petersen, Tyler Petersen, 
Cindy Reyes-Medina, Alan Rivas, Karla Robledo 
Matadamas, Ruben Salazar, Cijaye Skinner, Tyler 
Spitler, Samuel Springer and Kytzia Zendejas

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI: Mark Arredondo, Debbie 
Bonifazio, Denisa Dowell, Sandra Frede, Leanne Hadley, 
Peter Martinez, Daniel Rath, Maya Richardson, Alicia 
Rodrigues, Evelyn Salamone, Jennifer Sebesian
and Laura Swan 

ST JOHN NEUMANN: Kailey Barnett, Kirk Carbullido, 
Deirdre Checo, Aliyah DeLaCruz-Gonzalez, Adrienne 
Finlay, Kelsey Geiger, Adrian Gilgallon, Robert Gilgallon, 
Mina Haynes, Christine Karl, Trevor Krystek, Amanda 
Marcella, Elayne Marie Reimer, Brianna Reimonenq, 
Roslyn Reimonenq, Nicole Rivera, Cheyenne Usry
and Briana Vazquez

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST:
Greg Brasher, Marcus Huff and Dora Wolfe

ST JOSEPH HUSBAND OF MARY:  Viktor Andrade, 
Brandon Davis, Amber Eshghy, Avery Jean Miller, 
Cole Mosca, James Riess, Brenden Shannon, Raquel 
Shannon, Darrell Siminoff, Melody Stine, Margaret 
Tang, Julius Tjakralaksana and Sarah Zita

ST PETER THE APOSTLE: Richard Alter, Azzara Cross, 
Brittany Cross, Yasmin Dominguez, Adrianna DuVan, 
Sarah Falline, Jay Frumkin, Tyler Gerleman, Alina 
Hazelitt, Charlene Hazelitt and Michael Hazelitt, Lesley 
Knotts, Ricardo Lopez, Joey Lozano, Kevin Martinez, 
Ashley Ross, Brittany Ross, Carolyn Ross, Christina 
Ross, Henry Scheirkamp, Candice Snowden, Chelsea 
Snowden, Crystal Snowden and Christina Thompson

ST THOMAS AQUINAS NEWMAN CENTER:
Daniel Dir, Hector Fuentes, Monica Leung and
Brandon Michael Valdivia

ST THOMAS MORE: Kaitlin Angell, Wesley Angell, 
Collin Brown, Annie Fiorio, Nancy Harkess, Andrew 
MacKenzie, Damaris Montes, Daniel Montes, David 
Montes, Amanda Morgan, Matthew Morgan, Erica 
Rissell, Melody Rissell, Sarah Rissell, Devon San 
Nicholas, Angela Shiber, Brandon Sierra, Tyler Sierra 
John Wendland and Ted Wooten

ST VIATOR:  Catherine Anderson, Wesford Becker, 
Sharna Blakley, Christian Cox, June Fields, Neil 
Guzman, Maverick Hamilton, Olivia Hartz, Taylor Krone, 
Melissa Lancaster, Sandra Magnotta, Nancy Nguyen, 
Kelsey Parrott, Ashton Payne-Vaughn, Robert Vaughn, 
Karla Vega, Rhonda Wainscott and Karen Wantland

Diocese of Las Vegas
2007 Neophyte Community

immersion and sprinkling, 
robes of the newly baptized, 
oil, prayers and readings.  
Indeed, a new season of 
spring is enhanced by the 
newness experienced at the 
Vigil.

Congratulations and 
thank you to all liturgical 
ministers who participate 
in this powerful evening of 
God’s presence among us.  
Liturgy committees and those 
in music ministry serve our 
communities of faith well by 
their abundant sharing of 
unique gifts and talent.

Sacramental initiation 
does not end at the Easter 
sacraments.  The RCIA 

provides for the fi nal period, 
the period of post baptismal 
catechesis or mystagogy.  
The “elect” become the 
“neophytes” and together with 
the community, they discern 
their gifts and recognize their 
responsibility to serve the 
mission of the reign of God.
Mystagogy is the fi nal period 
of the initiation process, 
but the beginning of the 
responsibility of discipleship.

Of course, none of this 
great work in our Church 
could be done without the 
presence of an RCIA team 
in each parish.  These are 
men and women from our 
catholic communities who 
strive to live the gospel in 
the ordinary ways of life, and 
who are willing to share their 
faith with all those who knock 
on the door and say “may I 
come in?”.  Congratulations 
and thank you, RCIA 
team members, for giving 
yourselves generously to 
Initiation Ministry!

Diocese of Las Vegas Parishes to initiate 201 members
of the Elect at Easter Vigil on April 7, 2007

Submitted by the Diocese of Las Vegas
Dept. of Faith & Ministry Formation

(702)735-6044

Rite of Election at Guardian Angel Cathedral
Sunday, February 25, 2007

RCIA TEAM

St Francis de Sales
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We are 
all on a 
journey...  
a spiri-
tual one.  
One that 
is on ly 
a b o u t 
only two 
- You and 
God.  I 

don’t know about your jour-
ney, how you are called or 
how God has worked in your 
life, but I believe He has an 
intimate relationship with 
you, one in which no one bet-
ter understands or feels than 
you.    Each of us on a jour-
ney... our own. 

My Lenten Journey has 

refl ected the paschal mystery 
in many ways:

Birth:   A move, the 
unknown, newness, rawness, 
new beginnings... 

Death: Suffering the loss 
of the familiar, of stability, 
security, safety- being disori-
ented, experiencing animos-
ity, fear, descent, darkness... 

Resurrection: A new 
home, new creation, new 
friends, new family... circum-
stances and situations that 
breathe new life -   

Beautiful experiences, 
nature, people, faith...

In new life there is trans-
formation: new eyes, clearer 
vision and a resurrection into 
peaceful refl ection, contem-

plation and gratitude.  To be 
stuck in a spirit of loss and 
fear without surrendering to 
growth is immobilizing, bind-
ing rather than renewing.  To 
surrender to the possibilities 
accepting that which we can-
not always see or understand, 
and yet, to fi nd peace in the 
midst of chaos, that is trans-
formative, that is the fruit of 
new life. 

The journey would be incon-
clusive without any part.  To 
experience the light in such 
fullness we have to trudge 
through the darkness.  To 
truly be in gratitude about 
the gifts before us we have 
to experience the loss of that 
which is stripped and torn 

from us.  To know the beauty 
of the resurrection we must 
fi rst taste death.  For many 
lent is a time of denial, sacri-
fi ce and suffering.  If we stop 
there we miss on the grace of 
new growth and unforeseen 
beauty. 

Each part of the journey is 
essential; each has a syner-
gistic relationship by which 
none would be complete with-
out.  I wish you the blessings 
of a complete Lenten experi-
ence, with no missed steps 
and the gifts of peace and 
clarity throughout!  

Tammy Amosson is an author, itiner-
ant minister and workshop presenter.  
She currently resides in the Diocese of 
Las Vegas 

THE LENTEN JOURNEY Tammy Amosson

How the paschal mystery is refl ected in my Lenten journey
How long could you hang on?

What would you give up to keep your grip? 

Clothes? Medicine? Food? These are the kind 

of tough choices 37 million Americans living in 

poverty will be making today. Find out what 

you can do to help. Join the numbers who care.

Go to www.povertyusa.org and get involved.

Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development

For a two person household, 
the poverty line is $12,755.

Dr. Dan Popov and Linda Kavelin Popov, inspiring international speakers 
and founders of The Virtues Project, authors of The Family Virtues Guide,
will give parents strategies for cultivating virtues, the fruits of the spirit, in 
our children and in ourselves. This workshop offers: 

�� The Language of Virtues to bring out the best in our children and ourselves 
�� Tips for transforming bully behavior 
�� How to inspire cooperation instead of commanding compliance 
�� Keys to positive discipline based on restorative justice 
�� Mentoring your child to make wise decisions 
�� Ways to celebrate sacred time at home 
�� 52 virtues honored by all faiths and cultures 
�� Replacing guilt with accountability 
�� How to increase the joy in your closest relationships 

The Virtues Project was honored by the United Nations as a “model 
global program for families of all cultures”. 

When Linda appeared on the Oprah show, Oprah Winfrey described The 
Virtues Project  as a way to “instill do the right thing virtues in your    
children. Parents are always saying children don’t come with a guidebook. 
This [The Family Virtues Guide] is one. This helps you to get them on the 
right track of leading a good life.”  

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

SIGN UP NOW for “Raising Children of Compassion & Integrity” 

 When: Saturday, May 5, 2007 from 1:00 to 4:00 PM 

 Where: St Thomas More Catholic Community 
   Community Center - Parish Hall 

 Who:  All parents/teachers/catechists/grandparents and  
   anyone who mentors young people 

 How:  Call 361-8840 to reserve your spot. 

St. Peter the Apostle sets sail on the “Steward Ship”
Some thoughts on stewardship 

from the children in St. Peter’s 
Faith Formation Program. The 
project promoted the Diocesan 
Capital Campaign

“The Steward Ship helped us 
get ready for the Diocesan Cam-
paign”

“Stewardship is giving to help 
build more churches in Nevada. 
We can share what we have to 
help others” 

“Stewardship is helping our 
community of the church in 
the Las Vegas Diocese by giving, 

praying and going to church.” 
– 6th Grade 

“Making Fish– to help us 
think of better ways to help our 
church”

“Every time I think of steward-
ship I think about sharing, giv-
ing and helping people and the 
church”

“Our project building the Stew-
ard Ship made all of us think 
about sharing and praying (we 
put our ideas on the fi sh” – 4th 
grade
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At a ceremony held at St. Viator 
Catholic Community on Saturday, 
March 24th, 2007, 62 Girl Scouts (ages 
7 to 18) from seven parishes around 
the diocese joined with Most Reverend 
Joseph A. Pepe to receive Catholic Girl 
Scout recognitions.  These awards are 
merited by the individual meeting the 
requirements set forth by the National 
Federation of Catholic Youth Ministry.

Special recognition was given to 
Mrs. Kit Cross from St. Viator Parish. 
She received the St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Award, a National award which 
recognizes the meritous contributions 
of adults who serve Catholic youth 
through Girl Scouting.  Kit has been 
serving young girls in this capacity for 
the last eight years.

Many thanks to Leah Zeldin, Beth 
Schill, Debbie Svab, Linda Hagenmaier 
and Russell Svab, who were responsible 
for the organization of this event.  A 
special thanks to Fr. Richard Rinn, 
CSV and Fr. Bill Haesaert, CSV for the 
spiritual guidance they provide to this 
important endeavor in our Catholic 
Church.

62 Catholic Girl Scouts Receive Religious Awards

Award Recipients
St. Anne

Angela Silva

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Karina Aguilera, Kirsten Alsua,

Hailey Anter, Gia Barone,
Kasey Bilodeau, Sara Brennan,

Haley Buss, Madison Cook,
Alexis Domingo, Tatum Garrison, 

Faith Jaramillo, Ariana Jensen, Lindy 
Kelley, Rachel Korte, Grace Lipparelli, 

Diocesan Conference 2007
November 16 & 17

Save the Date

The Diocese of Las 
Vegas welcomes 
Brother Michael 
(Mickey) O’Neill McGrath as a 
Diocesan Conference 2007 guest 
speaker at Red Rock Resort.  

Brother Mickey is an Oblate 
of Saint Francis de Sales in 
Washington, D.C., whose 
full-time ministry is art.  In 
addition to creating art for 
most of today’s leading Catholic 
publishers as well as parishes 
nationwide, Mickey conducts 
retreats, workshops and parish 
missions centered on the 
relationship between art, prayer 
and religious faith.

Join Brother Mickey, 
assisted by musician 

Meredith Dean Joseph, 
in an exploration of the many 

images and faces of Christ, 
and how they transform and 

transfi gure our faith and help 
reveal ways we can refl ect on 

His love through lives of service.

His latest book of prints is 
entitled “At the 
Name of Jesus: 

The Way, The 
Truth and the 

Life”.  Many of 
us are familiar 
with his series 

“Patrons and 
Protectors”.

Girl Scouts of Frontier Council
(702)385-3677

frontiercouncil.org

For further information on Catholic 
Girl Scout program, please contact 
Leah Zeldin at (702)270-4364 or  by 
email at lrzeldin@cox.net.

Kailee Martin, Julia Matthews, 
Veronica Matthews, Sommer 

Middleton, Kailee Myxter, Isabella 
Ohler, Toni Ann Ruggiero, Krissa 

Salomone, Marrisol  Sanchez, Brandi 
Sloane, Taylor Stueve, Mackenzie 
Sullivan, Madison Sullivan, Alexa 

Taylor, Daniella Thomas, Jillian Tobin, 
Marissa Tompkins

and Gretta Von Tobel

St. John Neumann
Catherine Lepp and Alexis Ritz
St. Joseph, Husband of Mary

Mariah Alfonso and Angelique Clark

St. Peter the Apostle
Sarah Kraus

St. Thomas More
Astrid Miller, Lilianna Miller,

Kelsey Stipek and Sarah Stipek

St. Viator
Valeria Aguilar, Candace Ferguson, 

Helena Garrett, Allie Gex, Lucy 
Gideon, Katie Hagenmaier, Alyssa 
Neal, Melissa Pressler, Toni Ann 

Quintero, Lily Ryan, Sara Tegtmeyer, 
Eira Trafi cant, Chloe Trombley, Isabel 

Valadez, Devonay VanTuyl, Jordan 
Whisler, Leila Whittaker

and Kameron Worthington

Lenten University 2007
“Journey Into Wholeness”

Renew the Body, Mind & Spirit
Lenten University 2007 
at the Catholic Center 
was a great success 
with over 80 faith-fi lled 
participants gathering 
over a three week 
series of workshop 
presentations.  A special thank 
you to our presenters, Tammy 
Amosson, Zoe DeBlasio, D.Min., 
and Abbot Mark Serna who all 
captivated their audiences each 
week of the program.

At the fi nal class, 
participants received a 

‘diploma’, with a special 
“magna cum laude” 

presentation to Mary 
Kowalski, who faithfully 

attends all the programs 
sponsored by the Department 
of Faith & Ministry Formation. 
Mary was recognized for her 

inspirational dedication toward 
her own personal faith

formation journey.

Are you on the list?  The mailing list, that is!
Be sure you don’t miss out on all the great adult

enrichment opportunities sponsored by the Department
of  Faith and Ministry Formation at the Diocese of  Las Vegas ... 

contact us and join the “list”!!

Diocese of Las Vegas
Department of Faith and Ministry Formation

Of ce of Catechetical Ministries
Of ce of Youth & Young Adult Ministry

Of ce of Lay Ecclesial Ministry

Sr. Patricia McGinley, SSJ              mcginley@dioceseofl asvegas.org
Vicar for Faith & Ministry Formation

Cathy Donato                 cdonato@dioceseofl asvegas.org
Assistant to Sr. Pat McGinley, SSJ

Phone (702)735-6044 ���     Fax (702)697-5917
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I would like to help Catholic Charities give help and hope to 
people in need.
______$25 _______$50 ______$100 ______$500  $______Other

Credit Card #:_______________________________________________________  

Exp.date___________________________________

Signature:__________________________________________________________

Name:_____________________________________________________________

Street:_____________________________________________________________

City:____________________________________State:__________Zip:________

Phone:_____________________________________

Mail to: Catholic Charities, 1501 Las Vegas Blvd N., Las Vegas NV 89101

Catholic Charities of Southern Nevada has 
one focus: To give help and hope to people in 

need regardless of race, religion or creed.

Appreciation
Special thanks to all of our volunteers and donors for 
supporting Catholic Charities’ 25 programs of social services. 
With your help you make it possible for Catholic Charities to 
provide assistance to thousands of individuals and families each 
day.

Catholic Charities of Southern Nevada Adoption Services
2065 E. Sahara Ave., Suite C
Las Vegas, Nevada  89104
(702) 385-3351

Catholic Charities Adoption Services have been providing assis-
tance, for over 66 years, to women who are experiencing a crisis 
pregnancy and their families.   We also, provide home assess-
ments, background clearances and classes to prepare couples 
wishing to build their family through adoption.

We offer services to those of any race, religion, or creed.

•  Referrals and resources
•  Counseling and support
•  Adoption planning
•  Open, semi-open or traditional adoption plans
•  Choosing a family
•  No cost to birthparents

Emergency Shelter for Men, Women 
and Children
On December 19, 2006, Catholic Charities responded to a 
serious need in the community. We opened an emergency 
overnight shelter for women and children in the St. Vincent Lied 
Dining Facility. More than 3,500 women and children have been pro-
vided shelter during the extreme cold winter nights. The shelter will 
remain open until March 31, 2007. The women were counseled by 
Clark County and Catholic Charities Social Workers and several of 
the women now have jobs and housing.

Catholic Charities Winter Weather Shelter for Men provides up to 
600 beds each night from November 13, 2006 to March 31, 2007. 
A total of more than 40,000 men are provided shelter during the 
winter season.

During January and February 2007 an Emergency Day Room in 
the St. Vincent Lied Dining Facility provided more than 12,000 
men, women and children respite from the bitterly cold days.

Thanksgiving in April
Catholic Charities of Southern Nevada is celebrating an impor-
tant event on April 26, 2007. Catholic Charities Thanksgiving in 
April “Breaking Ground…Breaking Bread” will celebrate the 
St. Vincent Lied Dining Facility 1997 ground breaking and honor 
The Lied Foundation Trust. 

A Thanksgiving in April dinner will be served to our clients on 
the day of the event. For more information call Sharon Mann, 
Community Relations Director at 385-2662.

The St. Vincent Lied Dining Facility has become more than a 
dining room; it exempliýes our mission of giving help and 
hope to people in need regardless of race, religion or creed. 
For example:

• St. Vincent Lied Dining Facility has served more than 5 million 
meals to men, women and children in its new location. 

• During the winter and summer men, women and children seek 
and receive day shelter from the extreme weather in the St. 
Vincent Lied Dining Facility.

• Fall 2005, the 3,000 Katrina Hurricane survivors began their 
process of Las Vegas resettlement in the St. Vincent Lied Dining 
Facility.

• Winter 2006-07 the St. Vincent Lied Dining Facility became a 
overnight shelter for more than 3,500 women and children.

• The 2007 Homeless Coalition Census Count was staged in the 
St. Vincent Lied Dining Facility.

Å January 2007, Clark County Health Department sponsored a þu 
shot clinic in the St. Vincent Lied Dining Facility. 

May 12: Letter Carriers Food Drive

June 14: Taste of the Nation --
Eat, Drink and End Childhood Hunger!
6 PM to 9 PM Tickets: $65, VIP $80
Call 943-6868 or www.tasteofthenation.org

Catholic Charities of Southern Nevada • 1501 Las Vegas Boulevard North, Las Vegas NV 89101 • Phone: 385-2662 • www.catholiccharities.com


